The Pope and Spain
there as an influence on the family for culture and for the
spirit. There are many people who think that the same
tendencies would also be found in a new Spain that was
not Fascist, but in a Spain that is Fascist and totalitarian
there will be little in common with South America.
Should the Pope be identified with this future Fascist
Spain, his successors may regret it when they realise the
vast increase of the population of Catholic South America,
for in Brazil alone there are to-day over forty million
people, almost all Catholics, and it is estimated that at
the present rate of increase of population, Brazil will have
three hundred million inhabitants by the end of the century.
This vast population may not be very active in Catholi-
cism, but it has a New World outlook, in many ways
closely allied with the Catholicism of the United States.
That Catholicism is possibly the most active and go-ahead
in the whole world to-day, and if the Pope is anxious
about the drift of the Catholic Church in Spain and South
America, he is probably even more worried about the
direction in which Catholicism in North America is
developing.